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Hello Friends,

We, Sakshi and Lakshmi, members of the
Qissagadh Active Library, welcome you to this issue
of Dastaan-e-Mohalla, where we share some
stories, journeys, and achievements from our
library.

The Qissagadh Library is a new thing for us
because here children not only read books but also
work on them. We create a new play from those
stories, if we feel that this thing should reach
people, then we also do it through our sharing. We
both have been a part of this library for almost
three years, and in this journey, we have learned
many things, such as explaining our point, listening
to others, and that we should never consider
ourselves less or weaker than anyone else and nor
should we ever consider our words useless. In this
library, we have learned to create imaginary
stories, increase our thinking ability, and accept
ourselves. We have got a beautiful opportunity to
know ourselves here, which has helped us
understand ourselves because we sometimes
ignore ourselves. Neither do we know about our
favorite things nor do we consider ourselves so
important, but coming here we have learned that
everyone has a different story, a different
perspective to look at things, which we should
accept. Coming here, we have seen a different
world where everyone is the same and we want to
take you to our world through this issue.

Thank you,
Kutumb Team




Qissagadh

Active
Library

Qissagadh, means "the place
where stories are created". Our

Qissagadh Active Library
programme uses arts-led
library programming to improve
students’ foundational literacy
skills and serves as a safe space
for independent research,
reading, collaborative learning,
and events such as storytelling
sessions. We do this through
our drama conventions toolkit.
Our head branch is located in
Sector 7, Noida, and we have
community libraries in Savda-
Ghevra J.J. Resettlement Colony
and Harijan Camp, Lodhi
Colony, in Delhi.

We cater to over 350
disadvantaged youth per year,
each of whom has their own
challenges. Our aim is to help
foster library members' self-
efficacy and self-expression,
and to foster a life-long love for
learning and reading.

The curriculum we are
developing is divided into four
quarterly themes: Building
Sustainability, Embracing
Diversity, Breaking Stereotypes,
and Exploring Power Dynamics.
You can see an example of how
this process unfolds here
(Letters to Ammi) and here
(Why Why Girl).

The catalogue of 3,500 English
and Hindi books is divided into
four literacy competency levels
(Foundation, Basic,
Intermediate and Advanced).
Students develop language
skills through structured arts-
led lessons featuring our library
books as part of the Qissebaaz
Book Club. This is in line with the
government’s NEP 2020 goals
for addressing foundational
literacy skills, as outlined in
NIPUN Bharat.


https://sway.office.com/Xelh2rROFcfN6kKt?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/L0zGLAKsO5DHrVGp?ref=Link
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. Our Goal of Life coaches held
Engaged with parents,

- a session on the importance Literacy programming is an
children and youth as a part . .
.. of fitness and helped enrol essential part of our
of outreach efforts at Harijan . .
students in our Sports for programming.

SeE, Leglt Celeiy. Development programme.
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. . Used Freeze Frame drama Our young readers shared
Image interpretations . .
convention to unpack their love of books through
followed by research based . .
potential problems of read-alouds and Qissebaaz

exploration. .
P technology. book reviews.




Arts—Led
Programming;:
Sector 7, Noida

Dance sessions led by

Our young friends love doing Each member of the library Kutumb alumni and drama
group work and group takes responsibility to help based explorations help
reading with their friends. maintain the library. students unleash the power

of their imaginations.




Basic Computers #
Classes

At Qissagadh Active Library, students learn the
basics of computers through the arts-led learning
process. Independent and group research helps
students become informed digital explorers, as well
as write book reviews, essays, and create
presentations. For example, students learn how to
effectively use email by creating accounts to mail
the Library Facilitator, as well as write emails to
characters from the books they are reading.




Art Based

Culmination

Library members explore Qissagadh themes
through drama conventions such as Teacher-in-
Role, Freeze Frames, and Image Theatre. The use of
these conventions help students engage in
problem-posing education, where they co-create
solutions with their teachers and peers. At the end
of each thematic exploration, students present an
arts-led culmination, where they showcase their
learnings and the learning process through a
sharing of their work, roleplays, songs, and digital
stories. The culmination serves as a celebration of
their achievements and reflection of their growth.




Film Reviews

¥4 Save Mister Green wdl ¥ ¥iar &t g Ug Tgi dleA
MY Rt hl O & g SifeRfsH et & - Manvi

| learned from the movie 'Save Mister Green'
that we should not cut trees because we get
oxygen from trees.

&4 i3 991 € fhew 3t ahrtht St ot aifon 3ad STt et <ht
TS ot @t Sigd funny ot $iR g8 TiTa arelt = deft & forg 771 et
G fear sifes ot 1o forg sitet A8l SehdT AT 3R o H1f Srut
ST 54 o fog agd $o @i 2T - Dolly

Dolly said, "l really liked the movie 'We Make
Friends' because the language used by the
characters was very funny, and in it, the villagers
trapped a rooster for sacrifice because it

couldn't speak for itself, and then the rooster did
a lot to save its life."

RT T H T3 IR Qe 37 IhT STET i 3@ i IGehdT
interesting @l & e § &1 fSia- gaeh! it a1
QI el off 3T Y eTeh | 3T ST &I <hl SRR & &t &t
ST 8l ST1d & | SR I8 8 I at gaIRT At - Shubh

Shubh said, "I found the movie 'Shera'
interesting because of the strong friendship
between all the friends and their tiger. | think
everyone's friendships should be as strong as
theirs. | felt bad that they separate in the end,
and | wish they meet again when they grow up."




Storv Rellections #§
6

hgT! ol GHEIET HTT: §of HehT BT thiH chich UTdg gaiTl IT=
YA Sl A ol chell R THH § A o1 R Sie faam -

Saraswati

Favourite part of the story: 'Chhutku Spider' did a good
job and became famous. He showed his skill in weaving
webs and understood Matku's leg - Saraswati

g AT THEIET HIT: STt & R T T 8 & dt hig 3Tk
aid % && Sl STST i Aol e UT 3gT ATl fiR I@ + 3T
il hY ThTS o &Y 3R ITeh! THSTRIT <hi &id ST TATh et
TRyl - Satyam

Favorite part of the story: Everyone was afraid of
the lion in the jungle and no one was able to cure
his toothache. Then the rat cleaned his teeth

and explained to him that teeth should be
cleaned daily. - Satyam

uar el & Rarst ot o1 foh 3fRa a1 Aisch! vl U T gk a1 | atf gam
Tird g foh THTST R shgtT| 3FR 3k ufd ot foar a oft g at oft
IS &l S1d ST sig g1 idT 3R Teh Tsehl ol Teh! ot fAetd|
- Gayatri

| wonder why this tradition existed, where women or girls
were denied the right to education. They always kept
thinking about what society would say. Even if their
husbands or fathers agreed, society wouldn’t stop
gossiping, and a girl would be punished for it. - Gayatri




Storv Rellections #§
6

&1 ST o ATdT fUdT ST §1d af 86 Ich! TSI ohl el ahl 31t 39
ol gdt & TSl <l dt 31Ty QT 8T i, it smueht St ugrt w8t at
3T ST T ha TR 3R 1Y hd It | 31Tuehl g1 udT dht ITqch
TR dTet IGch AT hil AGR et AT ITeh! T UGS AT gl |

- Muskaan

If we knew Ruby’s parents, we would explain to them that
Ruby is still too young for marriage. So, they shouldn’t force
her into it. If she doesn’t receive an education now, how will
she learn to take care of herself and progress in life? They

might not realize how her in-laws will treat her or whether
they will encourage her education. - Muskaan

Gehol ehl ¢ H Qb Ufd Ul et . I7ent UehsT Iigd Uie 3| oid
Bt I8 UdT AT <hl Uchel ch ahlg ATAT-TOCT Aol & ol 381+ Ueho ahl
3T forg | R 99 ° 99 § 8t AT g bl T his alchs B fohdl
STSTH o= aht B 37941 TehaT g1 - Kishan

In a train, Pankaj encountered a married couple who

took a liking to him. As soon as they learned that
Pankaj had no parents, they embraced him as their
own. This situation raises the question: Can someone
truly adopt an unknown child? - Kishan



Book Reviews

QT o1 Rear ford=T grex giaT 8, ST 8l grax AT - oEl a1 Rear
BIdT g1 ST <1 AT ohl T F© Jard! g 9 g1 A6 +ft 9t ot 99 o
AT 81 a8 fohedft & T §Y Yehdlt & ATe a8 S<aT g AT S|

- Rakhi

The bond of friendship is as beautiful as the
relationship between a mother and daughter. Just as a
daughter confides everything in her mother, the
mother also shares everything with her daughter.

Friendship can exist between anyone, whether they
are a child or an adult.” - Rakhi

# gt # 73T ot Sae R ST T Yok TS AT AT ST Ik
foIg g2 =iet ofa ofk I8 W1 el Fifes 3 ahl dl Ui gt ot

- Dolly

| would like to replace Gudiya in the story and bring in a

brother for Anu who would do everything for her and
keep her happy because Anu did not like Gudiya. -Dolly

T2 A e TafIg e & Rl gud 9 o fiar oft Y aga
SS0Td AT &1 {3 THTAT 8 Falchl 37U HTdT- fUdT el T e
91y eHifes dt AR foly sigd Ui ad 81 - Kajal

| like this story because Chinu respects his father a lot.

| think everyone should respect their parents because
they work hard for us. - Kajal







issagadh Active

Library programme

organises exposure
visits for children to various
places of interest, such as
museums, art galleries,
historical monuments, and
cultural events. These visits aim
to broaden the children’s
horizons, enhance their
curiosity, and inspire them to
learn more about the world
around them. The exposure
visits also help the children
develop social skKills, such as
communication, teamwork, and
respect for diversity. Through
these visits, the Qissagadh
Active Library programme
hopes to create lifelong learners
and active citizens.




NATIONAL
CRAFTS
MUSEUM

Exploring National Crafts
Museum and VR installation by
The Infinity Library
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SHADOW
PUPPET BY
KATKATHA

Children learned how shadows
n can tell stories. They also
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created their own stick puppets.

KATKATHA
PUPPET FRINGE

At Max Mueller Bhawan
students watched a presentation
organised by Katkatha Puppet
Art Trust.

SUNDER
NURSURY

Library members explored the
Mughal Era using Teacher-in-
Role.
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Dolly decided to continue the story. In Dolly's story, Paro was sad.
She wrote, "No one is letting me live in peace. What is my fault
that | drive a rickshaw? Doesn't a girl have the right to live as she
wishes? Everyone thinks that | have destroyed my family. But the
point is entirely different. Why should | do the work that | don't
like, | completely disagree with this." Then Paro decided to build
her own house and buy an auto-rickshaw. She wanted to invite
her parents to her new home, but she was saddened to learn
that her parents had now passed away. Later, Paro started
helping orphaned children.
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After listening the story of "Lakeerien", Satyam started relating
this story to his life. He says, "My parents tell me not to play and
to study that is lakeerien for me. | feel that playing is also
important because if we don't play, our hands and feet will
become weak, and my friends will also break friendship with me.
Therefore, | feel that studying is important but playing is equally
important.







Volunteer
Fngagement
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Every year, Delhi Storytellers' Tribe, as part of their storytelling series, Kahaani Thela,
organises a storytelling performance for the students of Qissagadh Active Library.

’

frar Wi, Gk DST SgFIhR, Ggdl h AT U ST oh IR | chgd!
&, "H PEHIGR g, I<al H Shgi=dl i eRigx dicd! g1 U & gop R
ok 91 & USel A1 ggdl TISSRH Ulgh, 3 =t = o9 3mg, o
ST, [ I & T1 A g ht AT 3R hgif=at o ufd 3t it
SReehdr oY, 39 & at MR fAy eRier 999 711 37 5=} il journey bt
fexar & o 3t atgia srest @m”

Shikha Garg, a DST storyteller, shares her experience with
Kutumb, "I am a storyteller, sharing the legacy of stories with
children. | visited The Kutumb Foundation with one such story.
The children’s energy, and excitement in listening to my story,
and their alertness towards narratives, turned that day into a

legacy for me. Being a part of these children's journey felt very
good to me.




Volunteer
Fngagement

Darvi was a part of the Arts Practice for Inclusion course conducted by Snehadhara
Foundation. As part of the experiential component of her course, she used visual
arts, drama, stories, songs, rhythm, play, and movement to foster self-discovery and
empathy with the students of the Qissagadh Active Library at Sector 7, Noida.

Y

Darvi says, “My relationship with the space and children associated
with The Kutumb Foundation developed over various arts based
sessions. Working with children that already share a meaningful
relationship with the team and the space really made me feel
welcomed. The ongoing engagement of children at the Qissagadh
library gave way to various conversations that are relevant in the
context of individuality and well being for the marginalised population.
The little moments shared with each one of them will always add value
to my personal journey in the sector.”

&df hed &, "Béa HISSIH o ATy BT TeieT 3R S=ait o a1 S[eTd faffia ahetl-
TR Y o SR A& gor| 3T Sl e |1y A AT St Uged § gt
Fed & 3R fheamTg AEs) & 91y Uah 8@ & €, A H3 aad J 3es1
Hggy el fohwamte # =t & fog fafe= gt w w=ten o1 awar @t s

Afthe 3R ARSI AT & Y d Agayqul §1 &2 Ueh a=d o 91y AdId
T U BIE-BIe Ut R aafohTd T Bl gHM HEd A"



Alma, a storyeteller conducts
storytelling sessions with
students of Qissagadh at Lodhi
Colony.

For Environment Day,
storyteller Rosy Katyal,
brought us a story of a magical
tree. After the story, students
made seed balls, which they
took home to plant.

Storyteller Anant, thriled us
with a musical storytelling
performance about Majnu
Ladku. This story sparked
conversations on gender and the
environment.



